


Liturgy for Reformation Sunday 
 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all! 

People: And also with you! 

Let us pray together: O God, you are our refuge and our strength 

A very present help in times of trouble; we will not fear. 

O God, you made an everlasting covenant with us. 

Help us to be your people in this world of trial and trouble. 

 O God, too often we have sinned and have fallen short of your glory. 

 Search us, O God, and know our hearts; test us and know our thoughts. See if there 

is any wicked way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. 

O God, we have embraced the freedom you offer us. 

We embrace the Son who makes us free. 

O God, we honor the bold faith of our brothers and sisters in Christ who have gone before us. 

May we each be as bold in our faith this week as we cry "Come, Holy Spirit!", help 

us to die again and again in Christ so that we might be truly free. 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins, and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

[Silence for reflection and self-examination] 

 

Minister: Almighty and most merciful God, 

All: We confess that we are unworthy servants. We have not always acted as 

children of God. We confess that we have left undone things we should have done, 

and we have done and said things that we should not have done and said. For those 

times when we have sinned against you even unintentionally, we ask your 

forgiveness. We truly deserve only condemnation. But we pray that you, for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, your obedient and faithful Son, will forgive us and increase our 

faith, that we may rise to live before you in righteousness and true holiness. 

Minister: Jesus Christ abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel. For his sake, and in his name, I proclaim to you the grace and mercy of God, by which 

he forgives our sin and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. 

People: Amen. 



All: Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom, the power 

and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

We know God by two means: 

First, by the creation, preservation, and government of the universe,  

since that universe is before our eyes  like a beautiful book in which all creatures, great and 

small, are as letters to make us ponder  the invisible things of God 

We thank you for Creation. 

Second, he makes himself known to us more openly by his holy and divine Word, as much 

as we need in this life, for his glory and for the salvation of his own.  Let us thank God for 

the holy Word. 

We thank you, God, for your Word. We thank you for the special care this shows 

you have for us and our salvation. 

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God. 

Without my deserving it at all, out of sheer grace God grants and credits to me the 

perfect satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ.  

Let us thank God for grace. 

We thank you, God, for your grace. We thank you that you do not treat us as our 

sins deserve, that you do not repay us according to our iniquities. 

It is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 

of God. 

All I need to do is to accept this gift of God with a believing heart.  

Let us thank God for faith. 

We thank you, God, for the gift of faith. We thank you for faith  

that embraces Jesus Christ, with all his merits, and makes him its own, and no 

longer looks for anything apart from him.  

Let us thank God for Jesus Christ, our Chief Elder. 

We thank you, God, for Jesus. We thank you that we have in Christ all that we need 

for our salvation. 

Lord, you have heard the people's cries for help. 

Cries for bread, cries for shelter, cries for healing, cries for jobs.  Cries for meaning 

and for relationship and hope. 

You see the mothers who break down while standing in line at the food pantry over the loss 

of their dignity. 



You hear the anguished prayers of the unemployed father, anxious only to feed and 

clothe his family. 

You see those who have plenty lost in self and the fruitless chase for real worth and 

significance. 

You hear the lies of the world that deceive young and old alike. 

In times like these you have always raised up prophets: Moses, in the desert for the captive 

children. 

John Hus, burning at the stake for speaking truth and sharing the cup of grace. 

Jeremiah in the midst of Jerusalem's fall. 

Martin Luther, when the Word of God was chained. 

Amos, crying out against the rich on behalf of the poor. 

John Wesley, bringing God's light to the coal miners' social darkness. 

Joel, promising God's gift of visions and dreams. 

Martin Luther King Jr., dreaming dreams and speaking truth. 

In times like these you have always raised up prophets. 

Lord do it again. Speak to us with the prophetic Word. 

Hear our cry, our hunger, our desire for life, our desire for meaning. 

Hear us, O God, send your Word. Let the voice of God once more be heard in the land. 

AMEN. 

 

 

 

 This liturgy has been adapted from responsive readings created specifically for Reformation Sunday by the Rev. Adrian 

Dieleman,  Senior Pastor at Trinity United Reformed Church in Visalia, California and the Rev. Nathan Decker, pastor of the 

South Sussex Charge of the Petersburg District of the Virginia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  Our thanks 

to Pastors Dieleman and Decker for their creative work, which was edited by the Rev. John Jackman, pastor of Trinity 

Moravian Church, Winston-Salem, NC 
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Watchword for the Week:  You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God 

am holy. – Leviticus 19:2 

 

WATCH YOUR MAIL THIS WEEK!  We will be publishing a full print newsletter soon that 

will outline our plans for the rest of the year – how we will handle requirements such as 

Church Council, and our plans for Christmas. Be sure not to toss it with all the political 

mailings. 

FOOD COLLECTION/RICE BAGGING FOR SUNNYSIDE – the demand for assistance at 

Sunnyside is up significantly, but resources are not.  We will soon be scheduling regular 

“rice bagging” sessions and food collection times.  Watch for the announcement of 

scheduling!   


